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Recently I have been craving some Japanese snacks and obtained some and during my engorging on them, I 
was reminded of something that happened to me while I was in Japan: I had the opportunity to visit a 
Japanese high school with my fellow international classmates. Part of our curriculum was learning about 
Japanese culture and one of the aspects of any country’s culture is the educational system its children go 
through. When we arrived, everyone was very courteous and after introductions as a group, we broke up into 
smaller groups: a pair of Japanese students and a pair of international students, each. In line with the 
Japanese culture, they had brought snacks for us to enjoy together. 
 
It wasn’t simply a big bag of chips that everyone was reaching into on every table, but each group had a 
variety of snacks, both sweet and savory, as well as drinks that we could choose from. This was a unique 
opportunity to try different kinds of snacks that were popular with the youth in Japan. My mind (and really my 
stomach) started to formulate how I would be able to taste all the delectable treats and offered to share the 
bag of crackers that I opened in hopes that the favor would be returned. Of course, as polite as everyone was, 
there was no issue in sharing our different snacks and I was elated. However, the mood changed as I tried 
some of my partner’s drink. 
 

There was a gasp, and I heard a whisper from across the table say “間接キス!” translated as “indirect kiss!” I 
asked what this meant, it was explained to me that when you put your lips on something and then another 
person puts their lips on the same thing, it is as though you kiss indirectly. I thought it was silly at the time and 
a thing that perhaps only high school students worry about, but because I had remembered this story, I 
decided to investigate it online. There was a wealth of information on the subject, much more than I would 
have expected, and much of it was the different kinds of indirect kisses (like between a bottle or a spoon of ice 
cream) and their implied meanings (because I guess the level of mouth involved implies something else).  
 
But there was an article that got much more philosophical than I could have imagined. It began discussing the 
reactions that people have to an indirect kiss and stated that you can determine how accustomed you are to 
interacting with that person, and you can see into the room of that person’s mind. I literally had to stop and 
reread what I had just read. If I am correctly understanding this article, by examining the way we react to 
indirect kisses we can get a glimpse into who we are as people. I had been so dismissive of the high school 
students simply being childish, but what more could I have learned if I actually considered what that reaction 
meant to who they were as a whole person? And what did how I reacted to their reaction say to them? It was 
a learning moment for myself in the spirit of self-reflection that we so often teach about in Jodo Shinshu. That 
to be compassionate and aware, we can’t simply brush off things that we think we may be better than, 
whether we are too mature or some other gauge we compare ourselves to other people by. When people 
react to us, it is an opportunity to get some insight into who they are and learn what that means for both of 
us.  
 
Gassho, 
Rev. Matthew Hamasaki 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Virtual Shotsuki Service 

Please share the zoom link with any relatives or friends who may be interested in watching. Hope to see 
everyone Sunday, April 11th!  
 
Topic: Buddhist Church of Florin's Hanamatsuri/Shotsuki Memorial Service 
Time: Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 10:30 AM 
 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82181971580 
 
Meeting ID: 821 8197 1580 
One tap mobile 
+14086380968,,82181971580# US (San 
Jose) 
+16699006833,,82181971580# US (San 
Jose) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
Meeting ID: 821 8197 1580 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/k8o9KUZ0Q 
 

 

 
Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights - Meeting Date:  March 11, 2021 



 

 
Highlights of BCA National Council Meeting by Peggy Okabayashi: 2022 proposed budget was passed by 

unanimous consent.  Based on BCA membership the dues per member is $151.18.  Florin’s monthly assessment will 

be $2,116.59 based on an average membership count of 168. 

Proposal to provide a discounted BCA membership to anyone under age 30 was presented and passed.  Proposal to 

approve Candidate Affiliate Organization status to the Young Buddhist Editorial was passed. 

“Dharma Forward Campaign” was launched to support the growth of BCA and IBS.  Campaign to build the 

future of Buddhism in America. 

2022 BCA Ministers Association and National Council Meetings “Strength in Sangha” will be held on March 8-13, 

2022 at Doubletree Fresno Convention Center, Fresno, California. 

 

Fundraisers:  Sunday, March 7, 2021, BCF held a very profitable” Loco Moco Drive-Thru Breakfast” fundraiser 

that served 534 orders. 

Next scheduled BCF fundraiser will be “Teriyaki, Chicken Plate Drive Thru” Sunday, May 2, 2021. 

 

All affiliates were reminded to comply with the BCF Affiliated Organizations Guidelines.  First financial report 

due by April 30, 2021 and to include the bank statement from the last month included in the quarterly report. 

 

First Vice President, Margie Sunahara:  Continues to be responsible for use and security of BCF facilities and 

grounds.  Collects the mail weekly from the US Post Office box.  

All affiliates were reminded to comply with the BCF Affiliate Guidelines.  A committee chaired by Margie Sunahara 

will be reviewing each affiliate to determine compliance with the BCF guidelines.   

All reports were due on March 1, 2021. 

 

BWA, Peggy Okabayashi:  Lady Kujo Memorial Service “Dana Day” project was very successful.  Filled 5 barrels 

with donated food items and collected $625 in donation for Elk Grove Food Bank and also collected 14 bags of 

newspapers for SPCA.  March Dana Projects:  New socks for homeless for Loaves and Fishes and personal hygiene 

items for Wellspring Women’s Center in Oak Park.  

 

Jr. YBA, Ginny Syphax:  February Dana Project the JYBA delivered 25 Valentine’s Day goodie bags to Kiero 

church members.      JYBA Fundraiser:  Udon/Spam Musubi, Sunday April 25, 2021 

 

Admin Duties, Ginny Syphax:  Monitors BCF phones; Emails; FB page; hosts Sangha Check-in; and retrieves the 

mail from USPO box.  Formats and prepares the “Oneness” for publication. 

 

BEC: Sunday, April 11, 2021, Shotsuki and Hanamatsuri Service, Guest Speaker: Rev. Yuki Sugahara. 

 

Facilities Maintenance Kenny Teranishi/Gary Okamoto:  With the help of Lloyd Okimura they continue to repair 

and replace damaged roof panels, parsonage fencing, and stucco on the gym wall caused by the wind storm. 

Three bids were received to repave the parking lot.  Will have two of the contractor’s rebid. 

 

Michael Kusama reported on the research he has been doing on BCF’s Audio/Visual needs.  He discussed 

technology using the Switcher Studio App and iPad and iPhones in lieu of expensive AV equipment.  We would still 

need to purchase large monitor(s) and cameras for the Hondo.  Mike will be reporting additional findings at the next 

Board meeting. 

   

 

ONLINE PAYPAL DONATIONS 
You can now make online donations/payments to the church by visiting our website 
at florinbuddhist.org and clicking on the "Donate" button near the bottom of the home page. This 

http://florinbuddhist.org/


 

is convenient for you to make online donations/payments for such things as, 
osaisen, shotsuki, special services, membership and other services/events.  
 
Contact Kathy Menda at (916) 392-1896 or (916) 761-9469 if you have questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Buddhism in Everyday Life 
Shinransama 

 

As the gentle morning breeze waft through the window, 

and I press my hands together to recite Namu Amida Butsu, 

Shinran-sama, with a smile, is standing by my side. 

 

Though the glittering starry skies may be clouded over in the storm, 

when I recite Namu Amida Butsu, 

Shinran-sama will come to light my way. 

 

Whenever I’m overcome with grief as I travel through this life, 

I recite Namu Amida Butsu; 

Then, Shinran-sama draws near to hold my hand and walks along with me. 

 

 

Namu Amida Butsu 

(Shin Buddhist Service Book) 

  



 
 

Tsuru for Solidarity – JYBA Project 
 
Jr. YBA (JYBA) will be collecting folded cranes for Tsuru for Solidarity. For more information about 
this project, go to  https://tsuruforsolidarity.org/ JYBA’s goal is to provide 1,000 tsuru to this campaign. 
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO 
ELAINE YOSHIKAWA 

Elaine donated 100 folded tsurus!  
Thank you Elaine! 

 
If you would like to help JYBA fold some cranes, but do not have any origami paper, you can contact  
Ginny Yamamoto Syphax at pchefcookingparty4u@gmail.com, she will gladly send you a supply of 
origami paper. 

 

JYBA only consists of 6 kids, so if you are able, your  

help making these cranes would be appreciated.  

https://tsuruforsolidarity.org/
mailto:pchefcookingparty4u@gmail.com


 

LAST CHANCE! 

Orders postmarked April 3, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 



 

  



 
  



 

 



 

 



 
 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 

$1,000 
 

Public school education is the foundation for a harmonious and prosperous society.  

Unfortunately, public school teachers pay for classroom supplies and educational 

material with their own money because of school budget cuts.  The Buddhist 

Church of Florin supports public school teachers by offering a $1,000 grant for 

classroom supplies and education materials. 

 

To be eligible for the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant, 

you must be a full-time public school teacher in Kindergarten through 12th grade; 

and a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church membership dues are paid 

and current). 

 

Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis.  Contact Walter Menda for a 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant Application at (916) 

392-1896 or wmenda@pacbell.net.   
 

 

  

mailto:wmenda@pacbell.net


 

In 2020, BCF received $272.00 from the Amazon Smile program. The nice part is, we didn’t 

have to do anything except sign up and designate BCF as our charitable organization,. Let’s see 

if we can beat this number for 2021! 



 

 
Purchase gift cards for yourself, family or friends and Buddhist Church of Florin (BCF) will receive a 
percentage of the sale. Don’t forget gifts for birthdays, graduations, baby showers, or anniversaries. For a 
complete list of gift cards offered, go to shopwithscrip.com. You can place your order online (BCF’s 
enrollment code is 2481168D38LL7) or you can contact Ann Tsukamoto at 916-683-3401 or email 
awtsukamoto@comcast.net to place your order and make arrangements to pick up your order at her 
house in Elk Grove. 
NEW!!!! If you want to place an order, your order must be received by Ann by 12 PM on the 
following dates.  
ORDER DUE DATES: (mark your calendars!) 
April 3, 2021, May 1, 2021, June 5, 2021 
Your order will arrive at Ann’s house the following week. 
Ann has the following on hand (limited amounts) for immediate purchase: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ann must receive your order by 12 PM on the due date. 
 

Ann has in stock (call her at 916-683-3401) the following cards: 

 

$25 –Raley’s/Bel Air, Regal, Starbucks 

$100 -- Raley’s/Bel Air 
 

  

mailto:awtsukamoto@comcast.net


 



 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


