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In March, on the third, Hinamatsuri is celebrated in Japan and those observing Japanese culture. Hinamatsuri 
literally means “doll festival” but is often translated as Girls’ Day or Dolls’ Day. It’s held on this day because the 
odd numbers were thought to be auspicious, and with the same odd number, it’s even more special! The dolls 
were thought to have the ability to take bad spirits with them and so the original festival saw the dolls placed in a 
river where they would float away along with the participant’s bad luck. Over time, the dolls became more of the 
centerpiece of the festival and instead of sending them away, the dolls were put up as decoration at home. Initially 
they were made of paper and straw, but now are made of much more elaborate materials. Still, the ability to take 
away bad spirits remains with the dolls, so it is imperative that the family take them down when Hinamatsuri is 
over. The focus has become the girls in the family, hoping for them to grow up healthy.  
 
 
As with most holidays, there are traditional foods that come along with Hinamatsuri. One of the kinds that I had as 
a child was Hina Arare. Many of you may be familiar with arare, rice crackers that are made from rice flour. Hina 
Arare is special in that while arare traditionally does not have any color, Hina Arare is coated with sugar (which 
makes it sweeter) and is brightly colored for the festival. The colors come in either four or three sets. The four-
colored set has pink (representing spring), green (representing summer), yellow (representing fall), and white 
(representing winter). All together, they represent the wish that parents have for their daughters to have a happy 
life throughout the year. The three colored is similar in color, but different in meaning in that it contains pink 
(representing the energy of life), green (representing the energy of trees or nature), and white (representing the 
energy of the earth). Together, these represent the parents wish for their daughters to have energy and have 
sound growth.  
 
Of course, it’s wonderful to have a day where we can celebrate all the daughters in our life and wish them 
happiness as they grow up. But it’s also a great opportunity for us to hope for growth for ourselves, too. No matter 
what your age is, we all have the ability to grow as people. Sometimes our growth is like the seasons; we have 
times in our lives that we need a change and something new, or times where we are sad and unhappy, or times 
that we need to persevere and work hard. In any case, it’s important to understand where we’re at and focus 
knowing that soon we’ll be in another season soon. Sometimes our growth is like the nature and earth around us, 
absorbing what’s being given to us and creating life and action out of the energy. Sometimes we grow up how we 
want to and sometimes we have to twist and turn in ways we didn’t imagine we’d have to. But either way, we must 
be aware of the direction we’re trying to go and hopefully that is influenced by the Buddhist path. So I hope this 
Hinamatsuri, if you celebrate it, we enjoy the festivities and look at ourselves and how far we’ve come and keep 
our eye on the future and our potential to grow even more!  
 

Gassho,  
Rev. Matthew Hamasaki 

 



 

  



 

 



 

 

   

VIRTUAL SPRING OHIGAN/SHOTSUKI MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Please share the zoom link with any relatives or friends who may be interested in watching. Hope to see 
everyone Sunday, March 6, 2022 @ 10:30 AM Pacific Time 
 
Buddhist Church of Florin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83339406274 
Meeting ID: 833 3940 6274 
One tap mobile 
+14086380968,,83339406274# US (San Jose) 
+16699006833,,83339406274# US (San Jose) 
Dial by your location 
        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 833 3940 6274 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/ u/kbIgb0Gzww  

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbIgb0Gzww


 

 



 

 

ONLINE PAYPAL DONATIONS 
You can now make online donations/payments to the church by visiting our website 
at florinbuddhist.org and clicking on the "Donate" button near the bottom of the home page. This 
is convenient for you to make online donations/payments for such things as, 
osaisen, shotsuki, special services, membership and other services/events.  
 
Contact Kathy Menda at (916) 392-1896 or (916) 761-9469 if you have questions. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

http://florinbuddhist.org/


 
Governing Board Meeting Highlights  

Meeting Date:  January 13, 2022 
 

All affiliates were reminded to comply with BCF Affiliated Organizations Guidelines.  Fourth 

quarter financial reports were due January 31, 2022.  
 

The Loco Moco Drive thru Fundraiser: Saturday, March 19, 2022. 
  
First Vice President, Margie Sunahara:  Continues to be responsible for use and security of BCF 
facilities and grounds.  Has been in contact with the Church’s security company to install cameras at the 
front gate for added security.  Thank you to Lloyd Okimura for installing the stand for the cameras.  
Continues to pick up the mail weekly from the US Post Office box. 
 
BWA, Peggy Okabayashi:  Lady Takeko Kujo Kisaragi (Memorial Service), Sunday, February 20, 2022.  
February Dana: Food Drive for Elk Grove Food Bank and for Lady Takeko Kujo Dana Project the 
members are donating gift cards to be donated to My Sister’s House Wish List.   
BWA Walking Group continues to walk on the first Wednesday of each month. 
 
Dharma School, Judy Yuki:  Plan to continue having classes via Zoom on the last two Sundays of the 
month til June.  Planning to do one Dharma School drive thru a month for the students and parents.  2022 
FDSTL Conference will be April 23, 2022 hosted by Northern District, via Zoom. 
 
Ginny Syphax:  Thank You for taking care of “church office duties” monitoring BCF emails, picking up the 
mail from US Post Office box, monitoring BCF phone calls, monitoring BCF FB page/BCF website; hosting 
Sangha Check-ins on 2nd & 4th Wednesdays and formatting and preparing the Oneness for publication. 
 
Activities, Sandy Okuno/Sharon Okamoto:  Planning outdoor event for Hanamatsuri/Shotsuki Memorial 
Service on April 10, 2022 at 11:00 AM.  Following the service BCF Time Capsule will be buried.  
Complimentary Obentos will be provided to sangha members attending the service with reservations.  
COVID protocol will be in place. 
 
Membership, Tim Tsukamoto:  Welcome new members Kathryn Moriyama-Liss; Derek Shimozaki 
and Ryan Shimozaki.  2022 Membership dues are now payable. 
 
BCA Liaison Peggy Okabayashi/Lois Kashiwase:  BCA National Council Meeting,  
March 11-13, 2022, via Zoom. 
 
Next meeting is Thursday, March 10, 2022 at 7:30 pm, Via Zoom. 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddhist Church of Florin 



 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Scholarships 2022-2023 

 
 
 
You are encouraged to apply for the Buddhist Church of Florin’s Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani (Nakatani) 

Scholarships, if you meet the following criteria:  

 

$5,000 Scholarship, $3,000 Scholarship and $2,000 Scholarship for Graduating High School Students 

 
▪ Must be graduating from high school this academic year; 
▪ Plan to attend an accredited university, college or vocational school full time next year; 
▪ Your parent is a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church membership dues are paid and 

current before the scholarship application deadline); and 
▪ You have been a Florin Dharma School student while attending high school. 

 

Applicants will be judged on: 
o Active participation in the Florin Dharma School  
o Active participation in church program activities 
o Active participation in community programs 
o Academic achievements 
o Essay (approximately 300 words) on the topic of how Buddhism affects your life 
o In-person interview 

 

$5,000 Scholarship, $3,000 Scholarship, $2,000 Scholarship and $1,000 Scholarship for Students 

Attending a University, College or Vocational School 

 
▪ Must be attending an accredited university, college or vocational school full time this academic year 

and plan to continue next year full time and for the full year; 
▪ You or your parent is a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church membership dues are paid 

and current before the scholarship application deadline); 
▪ You have been participating in a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist church or program activities; and 
▪ You have been a Florin Dharma School student while attending high school. 
▪ To provide scholarship opportunities for more students, a university, college or vocational school 

student can be a recipient of only two Nakatani Scholarships while attending a university, college or 
vocational school. 

 

Applicants will be judged on: 
o Active participation in a Jodo Shinshu Buddhist church and/or program activities  
o Active participation in community programs 
o Academic achievements 
o Essay (approximately 400 words) on the topic of how Buddhism affects your life 
o In-person interview 

 

Applications may be obtained from the Nakatani Scholarship Chairperson, Walter Menda, or Florin Dharma 

School Superintendent and YBA advisors in January 2022. 

 

Applications must be received by the Nakatani Scholarship Chairperson by midnight, April 1, 2022. 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 

$1,500 



 
 

Public school education is the foundation for a harmonious and prosperous society.  
Unfortunately, public school teachers pay for classroom supplies and educational 
material with their own money because of school budget reductions.  The Buddhist 
Church of Florin supports public school teachers by offering a monetary grant for 
classroom supplies and education materials. 
 
To be eligible for the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant, you 
must be a full-time public school teacher in Kindergarten through 12th grade; and a 
member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church membership dues are paid and 
current). 
 
Contact Walter Menda for a Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 
Application.  Applications are being accepted on an ongoing basis. 
 
How to become a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin?  If you are married, please 
join under the couple/family category or if single, the adult single category.  Contact 
Walter Menda for a Church Membership Form. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
If you haven’t designated Buddhist Church of Florin as your charitable organization, please do…free money to 

BCF! Thank you! 

  



 

SANGHA CHECK IN ZOOM CALLS 
 

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 4 to 5 PM, we are having our Sangha Check-in 

Zoom calls.  Please feel free to join us! If you have any questions, contact Ginny 

Yamamoto Syphax at pchefcookingparty4u@gmail.com or 916-837-2081. 

 

Buddhist Church of Florin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Buddhist Church of Florin's Sangha Check-In Zoom 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81732925524 

 

Meeting ID: 817 3292 5524 

One tap mobile 

+14086380968,,81732925524# US (San Jose) 

+16699006833,,81732925524# US (San Jose) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 817 3292 5524 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kWUqaG18m 

  

mailto:pchefcookingparty4u@gmail.com


 

 



 

 


