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Hello everyone. Ohigan season has arrived. Ohigan means the opposite shore, or the land of Buddha. 
The land of Buddha is believed to be in the west and is also called the Pure Land of the West. Since 
ancient times, people have visualized the world of Buddha by watching the sun set in the west in spring 
and autumn. 
 
There are theories that the direction of the Pure Land is in the west to make it easier for humans to 
visualize. And, that this is because Shakyamuni Buddha was facing west when he died. In this article, I 
would like to share the last words of Shakyamuni Buddha. 
 
Siddhartha Gautama, who was known as Shakyamuni Buddha, was born 2,500 years ago in Lumbini, 
Nepal. At the age of 29, he escaped from the royal palace, became a monk, and at the age of 35, he 
attained enlightenment. After that, he went on a journey of sharing his teachings for 45 years. 
When Shakyamuni reached the age of 80, he continued his final journey of sharing his teachings with his 
disciple Ananda. He then shared his teachings with a man named Cunda who lived in a village. In 
gratitude, the Buddha was invited to Cunda’s home and offered a meal. 
 
One theory says that the meal was mushrooms, and another theory says that it was pork. At that time, 
monks could eat meat donated by laypeople under specific conditions. This was because the donation of 
food to monks was a great opportunity for laypeople to accumulate virtues, and it was thought that such a 
precious opportunity should not be taken away. 
 
After the meal, Buddha was suddenly struck by severe diarrhea. However, to prevent Cunda from being 
blamed for this, he praised Cunda's offering as being particularly meritorious. Despite his suffering, he laid 
down between two side-by-side sala trees in the village of Kushinagar. At the time of Buddha entering 
nirvana, he lay with his head facing north and his face facing west. 
 



 

When Ananda realized that Buddha would die soon, Buddha told him to remain calm because everyone 
will die one day. When other disciples came to hear his sermon, Buddha answered their questions and 
explained his teachings carefully. 
 
At the end, Buddha said, "All things pass away, so rely on your own efforts and practice your own way," 
and he passed away at the age of 80. 
 
The reason why the Buddha passed away is that this world is impermanent. 
 
Time passes without stopping, and we can never go back to the past. We cannot guarantee our life 
tomorrow nor do we know what will happen tomorrow. Even though our life is finite, we live under the 
mistaken impression that it is permanent. We will surely die someday, but we do not know when that will 
be. Therefore, Buddha urged his disciples to continue and complete their practice in this life and attain 
enlightenment. Although his final words were short, they summarized how we should view the world. 
 

 
 
 
 

Last month's quiz answers 
Gengō - Era names in Japan 

Let's try to sort the era names correctly in chronological order! 

1. 江戸（Edo）2.明治（Meiji） 3. 大正（Taishō） 

4. 昭和（Shōwa）5. 平成（Heisei）6. 令和（Reiwa） 

The current era is Reiwa! 
 

The next quiz 
In Japanese, what do you say to someone who has just returned home? (Welcome back) 

Itadakimasu   2. Ittekimasu   3. Tadaima   4.Okaeri 

 
 
 

In Gassho, 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
(916) 383-1831 
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Join us for September Service 
 

 

 

Fall Ohigan/September Shotsuki Hoyo 

and Family Service 
Installation and Dharma School Registration 

Sunday, September 22, 2024 at 10 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

 
We hope that you will be able to join us on September 22nd and for refreshments following the service.  In order 

to prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Thank you!! 

 
**The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    
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 CELEBRATE WITH US 

125th Anniversary of the 
Buddhist Churches of America 

 
This year is the 125th anniversary of the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA).   
  
Sanghas across the United States celebrate the legacy of two ministers who came to the United States 
from Japan in 1899 to answer the call of Japanese immigrants wanting to hear the Dharma in their new 
home.  Their dedication, along with the efforts of Issei and Nisei pioneers, has shaped BCA’s history. 
  
Affiliated BCA Temples and Organizations will be hosting special events to commemorate this significant 
milestone of the Buddhist Churches of America. The Northern California Temples will be celebrating 
on Sunday, October 13, 2024, at the Buddhist Church of Stockton.  
 
Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony & Joint Eitaikyo, Late Bishops’ Memorial and BCA 125th 
Anniversary Service: 

Sunday, October 13, 2024 

• Continental Breakfast at 8:30 am 

• Bishop Marvin Harada, Kieshiki Affirmation Ceremony at 9:00 am 
Registration forms and fee of $35/person (Checks payable to the Buddhist Churches of America, with memo 

Kieshiki) must be received by the Office of the Bishop on September 20th and will be sent by your temple's 

minister.    

• Joint Eitaikyo, Late Bishops’ Memorial & BCA 125th Anniversary Service at 10:00 am 

• Luncheon and entertainment to follow 

• Location: Buddhist Church of Stockton, 2820 Shimizu Drive, Stockton, CA 95203 

• Please contact Rev. Candice Shibata at (209) 810-5601 or revshibata@gmail.com if you have any 
questions 

• The Sacramento Choir will be performing during the Service and Skylar Lam’s song will be 
debuted.  
 

To adequately prepare, please pre-register for this event.   
  Registration details are on the next page. 
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Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 
August 8, 2024 

1. The new website, BuddhistChurchOfFlorin.org, is accepting online ordering. Links to make donations and sign up for 

email updates are available. Check it out to see upcoming services, events and fundraisers. Thanks again to the 

website refresh committee, Jan Takeuchi and Tyson Fong, but especially to Gary Takeuchi for the untold hours and 

tireless troubleshooting. 

2. Obon Chair, Lois Kashiwase sent the following: Thank you to you, your families and friends for helping and 

supporting our Obon Festival! There are so many that helped make this year’s Obon Festival possible by coming out 

and volunteering their time and energy in the extreme hot weather weeks before the big day. At this time, I would 

like to recognize and thank the sub-committee chairs for being very generous with their time and energy to make this 

year’s Obon a great success: Kenny Teranishi, Sharon Okamoto, Sandy Okuno, Cheryl Miles, Kathy Menda, Jennifer 

Kubo, Lenny Mizusaka, Ginny Syphax, Kris Miller, Eric Fujii, Ann Tsukamoto, Walter Menda, Janice Shintaku-

Enkoji, Craig Shijo and Scott Louie. Special thank you to Rev. Noritaka Imada and Walter Menda for conducting a 

beautiful Hatsubon Obon Service with Rev. Michael Endo as our guest speaker. 

3. Plans are moving forward for the BCA Eitaikyo/125th Anniversary Celebration/Late Bishop’s Memorial Service that 

will be held on October 13 at the Buddhist Church of Stockton. Watch for updates and registration for attendance. 

Early registration is necessary if you wish to obtain your Buddhist Name. The event is free and will include a 

continental breakfast and luncheon with entertainment provided by various temples.  

4. If you have an act or an idea of an act for the entertainment at the event at the Stockton Buddhist Church, please 

contact Peggy Okabayashi (sachieokab@gmail.com). Here’s your chance to show off that clever magic trick, dance 

move or voice – or maybe something else!! 

5. The Eagle Scout project added a path and dry pond (on the Pritchard side of the multipurpose room), updated/painted 

the entrance sign and Heisei Garden sign, and painted the bridge. They will be adding three more lanterns early 

September. Thank you to Mits Yamamoto for providing the scouts the new letters for the signs. Please check it out! 

Thanks so much to Finley Morris and his crew for further beautifying our temple. 

6. Stripping and waxing of MPR, office, hallways and flower room are complete and look beautiful. Thanks to the many 

volunteers who helped with this project. (Margie Sunahara, Sandy Okuno, Jan Takeuchi, Scott Louie, George & Meri 

Akiyama, Darrell Matsuda, Ginny Syphax, Gary Okamoto, Greg Crandall, Lon & Ann Tsukamoto, Sandy 

Tsunekawa and Eileen & Ben Uyeno. The next project is replacing the carpet in the library, reading room, minister’s 

office and hallways. Thank you to Gary Okamoto, Scott Louie, Sandy Okuno and Bill Okuno, Sharon Arase, Louise 

Teranishi, Margie Sunahara and Darrell Matsuda for moving the furniture and cabinets. 

7. Thank you all who participated in the voting process for the 2026-2028 BCF Board of Directors. The current Board 

has volunteered to continue to mentor the next Board. Welcome new Board members and thank you those who are 

continuing with another term. Look for the results of the election in this newsletter. 
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“BACK TO DHARMA SCHOOL” 
 
We hope everyone had a wonderful summer break! The 2024-2025 Dharma School year will 

start Sunday, September 22, 2024. 

 

The Buddhist Church of Florin Dharma School students will learn the rituals and its meanings; 

Buddhist etiquette, such as proper way to enter and exit the temple; the onenju and how to 

oshoko; Buddhist holidays and celebrations; how to be a better person and making lifelong 

friends; and eligible to apply for the Dharma School and Nakatani Scholarships. 

 

We welcome new students from Nursery/Kindergarten through 12th Grade.   

 

We are very grateful for your support and considering the Buddhist Church of Florin Dharma 

School.  

 

JR. YBA 
 

Jr. YBA would like to thank everyone who placed a Panda 
Express order via our online fundraiser on August 16, 2024. 
Just for placing online orders, we earned $282.48! Also, 
thank you to those of you who sent in a donation 
instead…we appreciated all of you! Orders were placed from 
five states: California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, and 
Hawaii! 



 

 



 

 



 
  



 
 

FLORIN’S NOKOTSUDO 

 

        

Did you know that the Buddhist Church of Florin has a beautiful Nokotsudo 
(Columbarium) located near the Hondo?  The cost is reasonable and there are no 
set visiting hours.  You may visit when it’s convenient for you and your family. 
 
Selecting a final resting place is an important step in creating and honoring a 
family legacy.  No matter what age or level of vitality, it is never too early to 
establish a place of remembrance for your family to pay tribute to a special life.  
This permanent memorial can serve as a touchstone to all who follow and gives 
one the peace of mind that these details have been decided. 
 
With the Nokotsudo and Hondo in the same location, it allows your family to 
enjoy temple activities and to honor and cherish past loved ones.  It is a 
meaningful reminder of all the precious moments we share with family and 
friends.  It brings the past, present and future together. 
 
We encourage all of our fellow Buddhist Church of Florin Sangha members and 
friends, past and present, to consider our Nokotsudo as their final resting place. 
 
If you would like information about the Nokotsudo and/or the availability of 
niches, please contact Peggy Okabayashi at sachieokaba@gmail.com. 
 
In Gassho. 
The Nokotsudo Committee 
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Sacramento Kendo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 


