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August 2025                                                                      ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Volume 8  

  [The True Treasure] 

 

Hello everyone, it’s August. The summer heat is still with us, but as the season slowly turns, we may find ourselves 
pausing to wonder, “Has it all been enough? Did I choose well?”  

Today, I’d like to share a rakugo story called Shibahama, a tale that invites us to reflect upon our human wishes. This 
is a classic rakugo story that reminds us of what true treasure really is. 

A long time ago in Japan, there was a fishmonger named Katsugoro. He was known in the neighborhood for being a 
good-hearted man but also for loving his sake a little too much. Most mornings, instead of going to the market early 
to buy fresh fish, Katsugoro would drink until he fell asleep. His wife, patient but worried, scolded him every day. 

One morning, just before the New Year, his wife woke him before dawn. “Get up! If you go now, you can get the best 
fish at Shibahama beach. Bring back something good so we can start the New Year right.” Still half asleep and 
grumbling, Katsugoro made his way down to the beach. While he was looking for some fish, he saw something half 
buried in the sand, a large wallet. When he opened it, he couldn’t believe his eyes. Inside was a fortune in gold coins! 
He looked around, but there was no one in sight. He thought, I’ll never have to work again! Feeling like the luckiest 
man alive, he ran straight to a sake shop. 

He called his friends together, ordered the best food and drink, and bragged about his good luck all day and night. 
When he stumbled home drunk, he showed the wallet to his wife. “Look at this! We’re rich! No more working!” His 
wife said nothing, just helped him to bed. 

The next morning, Katsugoro woke up with a terrible headache. He looked for the wallet, but it was gone. He asked 
his wife, “Where’s my wallet and the gold coins?” His wife looked him in the eye and said gently, “What are you 
talking about? There was no wallet. You were dreaming. You drank too much and fell asleep right here.” 
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Katsugoro was shocked. Could it really have been a dream? He felt ashamed. He realized how foolish he’d been, 
boasting, wasting, and drinking. He decided then and there to change his life. 

From that day on, Katsugoro stopped drinking. He got up early every morning, bought the best fish, worked hard at 
the market, and treated his customers kindly. His wife worked beside him, and together they built a steady, honest 
life. Little by little, they saved enough to feel secure. People respected Katsugoro again.  

Years passed. One New Year’s Eve, as they sat together counting their blessings, Katsugoro’s wife spoke quietly. 
“There’s something I have to tell you.” “That wallet you found at Shibahama, it wasn’t a dream. You really did find it.” 
Katsugoro’s eyes widened. “What? Then…?” His wife smiled sadly. “When you passed out, I took the wallet and 
brought it to the town official. It was returned to the owner. If you’d kept it, you would have wasted it all. I didn’t 
want to see you ruin yourself.” At first, Katsugoro didn’t know what to say. Then, after a long silence, he laughed. 
“You did the right thing. That dream saved me. If it weren’t for you, I’d still be a fool, drinking my life away. Thanks to 
you, I found something better than gold, honest work, trust, and peace in my heart.” 

 

In this story, Katsugoro’s wish for easy wealth brought him nothing lasting. When that wish vanished, he found a 
more precious treasure, a life built on trust and love. 

Human wishes always have limits. When one wish is fulfilled, another takes its place. Our desires never run out. But 
Amida Buddha’s wish is different. It is not just for one person or one moment. 

Amida’s wish is for all beings to be embraced in infinite compassion, without fear or regret. 

Shinran Shonin reminds us: “All things are false and empty, except the Nembutsu alone.” 

Instead of chasing after our own fleeting wishes, may we live in line with Amida’s wish, a wish that holds everyone, 
always, without limit. This is the true treasure that never fades. 

Namo Amida Butsu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In Gassho,​
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                              ​
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831  

 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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Meet members of the church 

 

We’re creating fun portraits for a future 
quiz! We will always get permission 
before publishing anyone’s photo. If 

you’re okay with having your likeness 
appear in the newsletter, please feel 
free to send me a photo of you, your 

friends, or your family! 

imadabca@gmail.com 

 

💡Hint: She’s a great cook! 

 

Last month's quiz answer 

 

Q: What does the Japanese word “Obon” 
mean? 

 (More than one correct answer!) 

“A serving tray for food” and “A summer 
festival to honor ancestors” are correct! ‘Obon’ 
is a homonym in Japanese. It has the same 
pronunciation but different meanings. 🏮 

The next quiz 

  

Your friend says “Otsukare!”  after work. What 
do they mean? 

A) I’m sleepy! 😪💤 

B) Good job! You worked hard! 👍 

C) Let’s drink! 🍻 

D) Let's go home! Take care! 🏡 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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July 14, 2025 
 
Hello Sangha! During the past few months there have been lots of activities at the BCF that I’d like to 
share with you:     
 
•​ Kitchen Remodel: Thanks to Ann and Lon Tsukamoto, Sharon Okamoto, and Lloyd Okimura for 

working with KW Construction on this project.  In September (date TBD) we are planning to host 
an open house for all to see the impressive upgrades made to the kitchen. The cost to the church 
for the kitchen remodel was significantly reduced by several generous donations made towards this 
remodel, and by the sale of 11 new bricks which have been installed in the front of the Hondo.  
Thanks to all who made monetary donations, to those who invested their time (and physical labor) 
and to Margie Sunahara for coordinating the brick fundraiser.  

 
•​ Bright Lights: Have you been in the Hall lately?  When you do you’ll notice how bright it is in 

there now.  A big thank you to Kenny Teranishi and Darrell Matsuda for installing the LED lighting 
fixtures.   

 
•​ Newsletter:  Reverend Imada has volunteered to produce the BCF Oneness monthly newsletter.  

Thank you Ginny Syphax for performing this function for many years, and thank you Sensei for 
volunteering to serve as Publication Chairperson.    

 
•​ OBON: The Church’s Obon festival was held in July, thank you Lois Kashiwase for coordinating this 

event. 
 
•​ ACTIVITIES:  We have a variety of activities at the church to keep you busy, such as Pickle ball 

(contact Sharon Arase); Dharma School (youth basketball clinics, contact Judy Yuki); Kyudo Kai 
(Fridays in the Hall, contact Paula Yoshioka); cooking demonstrations (hosted by Reverend Imada, 
see newsletter for dates); Kimekomi Dollmaking Classes (Monthly, contact Peggy Okabayashi) 

  
Two additional items to bring to your attention: 
1)​ Website alert! Note that the old website previously used by the BCF is no longer utilized by our 

church  All current information can only be found on the church’s current website address:  
https://www.buddhistchurchofflorin.org  

2)​ I’m happy to report that our church is one of the few that have maintained membership levels 
and welcomed new members.  If you see someone you don’t recognize, I hope you will take a 
moment to welcome them and introduce yourself.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Buddhist Church of Florin!  
Gassho, 
 
Eric Fujii, President 
Buddhist Church of Florin 
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August Monthly Memorial 

(Shotsuki Hoyo) Service 

 

The monthly memorial service for those who passed away during the month of August will be held on  

Sunday, August 10, 2025, beginning at 10: am.  The persons who are noted in the Buddhist Church of Florin (BCF) 

memorial records as having passed away in the month of August are listed below.  If you have a homyo (Buddhist name) on 

a card please bring it with you for placement on the onaijin (altar) before the service.  If the year 2025 is a special service 

year (see table) for a dearly departed love one, please contact Reverend Noritaka Imada, Buddhist Church of Florin 

916-383-1831 or email imadabca@gmail.com to make special memorial arrangements.  Please inform Lois Kashiwase of 

any corrections or additions to the list. 

Abe, Hiroshi​ 08-25-1917 
Asano, Yoshiro​ 08-10-1910 
Baishiki, Tsune​ 08-07-1943 
Fujii, Keiji​ 08-27-1939 
Fujimoto, Satono​ 08-21-1918 
Fukagawa, Chester Kiyoshi​ 08-01-2001 
Fuwa, Rikizo​ 08-26-1936 
Fuwa, Warren Hitoshi​ 08-28-1996 
Hamataka, Sue Yoshiko​ 08-12-2002 
Haramoto, Manzo​ 08-16-1939 
Ishigaki, Hisako​ 08-02-1917 
Ishikawa, Infant​ 08-23-1912 
Kadoya, Kay Haruye​ 08-29-2023 
Kato, Kiyomi​ 08-13-2014 
Kawanishi, Natsue​ 08-11-1930 
Kimura, Fumiko​ 08-17-1920 
Kodama, Ritsu​ 08-09-1948 
Kumamoto, Allen​ 08-07-1990 
Maruki, Shozaburo​ 08-04-1930 
Maruki, Tsuyuko​ 08-09-1930 
Mito, Isuyo​ 08-27-1918 
Mitsuyoshi, Misako​ 08-21-1926 
Mitsuyoshi, Toshiko​ 08-21-1926 
Miyata, Yoshinori​ 08-20-1912 
Mukai, Sannosuke​ 08-21-1951 
Nakaguchi, Sana​ 08-18-1917 
Nakahira, Kazutaro​ 08-04-1976 
Nakamura, Hisako Katherine​08-18-2008 
Nakashima, Aiko​ 08-04-1920 

Nakashima, Yasuke​ 08-10-1918 
Nishiguchi, Toshiyuki​ 08-19-1923 
Nobuso, Seishiro​ 08-09-1975 
Okamoto, Fusano​ 08-22-1970 
Okazaki, Baby​ 08-   -1939 
Okimura, Alice​ 08-10-2009 
Ono, Miyokichi​ 08-27-1911 
Otani, Robert Alan​ 08-06-2011 
Saigo, Toshiaki​ 08-05-1976 
Sako, Morito​ 08-24-1956 
Sasaki, Fumiko​ 08-05-2016 
Sekiguchi, Mitsue​ 08-09-1984 
Shijo, Susumu​ 08-03-2006 
Sugimoto, Yei​ 08-04-1997 
Sumida, Katsumi​ 08-03-1918 
Sumida, Roy Kazuo​ 08-08-2023 
Tahara, Tome​ 08-17-1913 
Takeoka, Kanao​ 08-31-2010 
Takeoka, Mikio​ 08-30-1999 
Tanaka, Kay​ 08-08-2009 
Terada, Kansuke​ 08-21-1934 
Tsukamoto, James​ 08-19-2006 
Unno, Toshiuemon​ 08-04-1904 
Uno, Yoneko​ 08-07-1918 
Yabumoto, Miyeko​ 08-24-2008 
Yamamoto, Akio​ 08-15-1921 
Yamamoto, Jayne Michiko​ 08-18-2023 
Yamamoto, Minoru​ 08-16-1911 
Yoshida, Heikichi​ 08-18-1934 

 
2025 Memorial Service Schedule 

Please schedule a service if your loved ones passed away in the following years: 
Year​ Service​ Year​ Service 
2024​ 1st   Year​ 2001​ 25th   Year 
2023​ 3rd   Year​ 1993​ 33rd   Year 
2019​ 7th   Year​ 1976​ 50th   Year 
2013​ 13th Year​ 1926​ 100th Year 
2009​ 17th Year 



Page 6​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

Join us for August Services 

 
 

August Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 
Sunday, August 10, 2025 at 10 a.m. 

 
 

Ladies of Jodo Shinshu/Family Service 
Sunday, August 24, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.   
 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list. 
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Buddhist Church of Florin Governing Board Meeting Highlights　July 10, 2025  

• Remember our temple website is: BuddhistChurchOfFlorin.org. Be sure you have the right  website if you are 
doing a search in your browser. BEWARE, the old website no longer  belongs to us and does not conduct 
legitimate business for the temple.  

• Check the temple website regularly for updates to BCF Organizations (BWA, Dharma  School, Kendo, Kyudo Kai, 
etc.) and to find information about services, events, fundraisers  and how to donate.  

• Dharma School is hosting a Basketball Camp for 4–8-year-olds. Contact Judy Yuki for more  information 
(jhmyuki@gmail.com). The first session will be August 24.  

• BCF is a sponsor of the BCA Center for Buddhist Education Yoga Retreat to be held at the  Hard Rock Casino in 
Wheatland on September 26-28, 2025. See the BCA CBE website  (BuddhistChurchesOfAmerica.org/CBE) for 
more information.  

• BCF is also a sponsor of the Sacramento Valley Film Premiere of “Our League of Dreams – A JACL Civil Rights Story” 
showing on July 26, 2025.  

• The Golf Tournament was highly successful! Check the temple website for photos of the  teams, fun activities on the 
course and the winners! Huge thanks to Eric and Elizabeth Fujii  and your hard-working, fun-loving volunteers.  

• The Sacramento Kendo Dojo has been active in the community hosting a 4th grade field  trip for the Jan Ken Po 
Gakko and presenting a demonstration at the BCF Obon (and  helping with Obon cleanup!) Thank you!  

• BWA is hosting their annual Summer Camp on August 13. See announcement in this  Newsletter if you are 
interested or contact Sandy Okuno (whocares13@comcast.net).  

• Read your Wheel of Dharma for the latest BCA news. 

 
2025 Membership Dues 

 
Thank you to the following members for their 2025 membership dues received in June/July: 
​ ​ ​  

 
 
Myrna Hitomi​ ​ ​ Masako Tomono​ ​ Burt & Carol Yoshioka (monthly) 
Tadashi Yuki (quarterly) 
 
Please direct membership questions to Susan Takeda at (916) 837-5699 or s.takeda@comcast.net. 
No directory changes.  

 



Page 8​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 

 



Page 9​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 
 



Page 10​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 
 



Page 11​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 
 



Page 12​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 



Page 13​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 



Page 14​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 
 

 



Page 15​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 

 



Page 16​ ONENESS​  Volume 8 
 
 

 
 

Did you attend Obon service and see the improvement made to 

the osaisen box when you entered the Hondo? 

  
 

Before After 

 

Thank you Mr. Yamamoto for beautifying our osaisen (to 

receive your donations) box!  

Thank you Elizabeth Fujii for suggesting this was needed! 
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Florin Obon 2025  
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Tentative Itinerary for Florin Lodi Japan Tour in Oct.2026 
 

We are now taking reservations for the wait list for this Japan trip. Priority will be given to 
BCF members. Contact Peggy Okabayashi to add your name to the wait list.  
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