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A Story of Sweet Rain and Flowers 

 

In April, many Buddhist temples around the world celebrate Hanamatsuri. It is an important Buddhist event that 
celebrates the birth of Shakyamuni Buddha. In Japan, it is usually celebrated around April 8. Because it takes 
place during the season when many flowers bloom, it is called the Hana Matsuri, the Flower Festival. 

During Hanamatsuri, temples prepare a small flower-decorated shrine called a Hanamido. Inside the shrine is 
a statue that represents the birth of the Buddha. Visitors gently pour sweet tea over the statue. This sweet tea 
represents a story that says sweet rain fell from the sky when the Buddha was born. 

Shakyamuni Buddha was born more than 2,500 years ago in a place called Lumbini in India. Buddhist tradition 
says that when he was born, beautiful flowers bloomed and sweet rain fell from the sky. The whole world was 
filled with joy and blessing. This story is not only a historical description, it is also a symbolic way of expressing 
how important the Buddha’s birth was for the world. 

Of course, sweet rain did not literally fall from the sky. However, the expression carries an important meaning. 
The story tells us that the sky itself rejoiced at the Buddha’s birth. “Sweet rain” was a way to express that joy. 
The Buddha was such an important person that the story says even the sky celebrated his birth. Later he 
would attain enlightenment, and his teachings would influence the world for more than 2,500 years. Not only 
the sky, but also the earth was said to rejoice. The earth expressed its joy by blooming many beautiful flowers. 
This is why the celebration is called the Flower Festival, or Hanamatsuri. 

Another story says that the Buddha took seven steps immediately after he was born. Of course, this is not 
meant to be taken literally. It is a symbolic story meant to teach something important. Buddhism teaches that 
people live in different “worlds” depending on their state of mind. For example, there is the world of constant 
anger, the world of endless desire where we are never satisfied, the world of competition where we are always 
comparing ourselves with others, and the world where we simply drift through life without thinking deeply. In 
Buddhism, these different states are called the Six Realms. It means that our lives can move through many 
different states of mind. The Buddha’s seven steps symbolize going beyond these six realms. They represent 
reaching a seventh level, the world of awakening, where one is no longer controlled by suffering. If we simply 
say, “A newborn baby cannot walk seven steps,” the story might seem unrealistic. But when we look at the 
meaning behind the numbers and expressions, we begin to see the message the story is trying to share. 

Many Buddhist stories use symbols and metaphors to express deeper truths. Hanamatsuri, the sweet tea, and 
the flower shrine all help remind us of those meanings. When we see children happily pouring sweet tea over 



Page 2​ ONENESS​  Volume 4 
 
 
the statue, we may feel that Buddhism is not only a difficult teaching. It is also something that lives within 
simple and warm actions. I still remember pouring sweet tea at Hanamatsuri when I was a child. Using a small 
ladle to gently pour the tea may have seemed like a small moment at the time. But looking back now, it may 
have been one of my first meaningful connections with Buddhism. 

Surrounded by the flowers of spring, we celebrate the birth of the Buddha and take a moment to reflect on our 
own lives. I hope we can share this warm and meaningful time together. Please join us for Hanamatsuri. Namo 
Amida Butsu 

 

 
 

Last month's quiz answer 
 

Why is the Pure Land described with many shining colors such as “blue shining blue light” and “red shining red 
light”? 

 
A. To show that it is made of expensive jewels 

B. To teach that each being shines in its own unique way 
C. To describe the weather in the Pure Land 

 
Correct Answer: B. To teach that each being shines in its own unique way 

 
The many colors in the Pure Land are not just decoration. 

They express that each being has its own unique light and value. 
Just as blue shines as blue and red shines as red, 
each life shines in its own way without comparison. 

This teaches respect for individuality and the beauty of diversity in Buddhism 
 
⸻ 

 
🌸 Next Quiz 

 
What do the Buddha’s “seven steps” symbolize in the Hanamatsuri story? 

 
A. That the Buddha was a very strong baby 

B. Going beyond the Six Realms to reach awakening 
C. A journey across India 

 
(Answer will be revealed next month!) 

 
 

 
 

In Gassho,​
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                              ​
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com
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Sakura - Cherry Blossoms 

 

With the arrival of spring, many flowers begin to 
bloom around us. April is also the season of 
Hanamatsuri, when we celebrate the birth of 
Shakyamuni Buddha. 

The artwork we introduce this month is a wood 
carving inspired by cherry blossom petals. The 
gentle shape of each petal expresses the warmth of 
spring and the quiet joy of life. 

Cherry blossoms bloom beautifully, and then 
they fall. Their beauty reminds us of our own 
lives and the importance of this present 
moment. 

Shinran Shonin wrote: 

“Like cherry blossoms, we may think 
tomorrow will come, but a storm may 
arise in the night.” 

Even the most beautiful flowers will fall 
someday. That is why we cherish what is in 
front of us now and enjoy this moment fully. 

Our lives are the same. What we often take for 
granted is actually something very precious. 

Together with the message of Hanamatsuri, that 
all life is blessed, we hope this artwork helps 
you feel the kindness of spring and the value of 
life. 

Namo Amida Butsu 

Noritaka Imada 
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