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Shining in Our Own Colors 

 

Hello, everyone. June is here. This month, we have Father’s Day. Last month was Mother’s Day. Did you do anything 
special? I called my mother in Japan. I didn’t send flowers, but I showed her around America through a video call. My 
mother had never been to the U.S., so everything was new to her. She always said, “I love looking around supermarkets 
in new towns.” So, I went into a local supermarket and showed her all the items she had never seen before. 

Since it was Mother’s Day, there were many flowers for sale. My mother knows a lot about flowers, so I was happy to 
show them to her. My father wasn’t there at that time, so I’m thinking of doing something for him on Father’s Day. 

Looking at the flowers, I remembered a Buddhist teaching. In the Amida Sutra, there is a phrase: "Blue light from blue 
flowers, yellow light from yellow flowers, red light from red flowers, and white light from white flowers."  

In the Pure Land, lotus flowers of different colors shine in their own way. They don't compare themselves to others. They 
are all beautiful and special just as they are.  

A chrysanthemum seed cannot bloom into a rose. A chrysanthemum is a chrysanthemum, and a rose is a rose. Each 
flower lives its life to the fullest, and that is wonderful. The message is the same for us. Even if our looks, personalities, or 
talents are different, the most important thing is to bloom as ourselves and let our own lives shine. 

Here is an old story from India: "The Cracked Water Jar." 

A woman carried water every day in two large jars. One jar had a crack, so by the time she got home, it was only half full. 
The other jar was perfect and proud. But the cracked jar felt ashamed and useless. 

One day, the woman said gently to the cracked jar, “Did you notice the flowers blooming only on your side of the path? I 
planted those seeds. Thanks to the water you leaked, they grew. Every day, I pick those flowers and offer them to the 
Buddha.” 

The cracked jar was helping someone and making flowers bloom without even knowing it. The woman recognized the 
good in both jars. Everything has a meaning, and nothing is a waste. 

During this season of Father’s Day and Mother’s Day, let’s stop comparing ourselves to others. I want to do what I can do 
and keep blooming in my own color. 

Namo Amida Butsu 
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Last Month’s Quiz Answer 
 

This quiz is based on something mentioned in the article. 
What does the teacher’s message, “You will become more foolish,” really mean? 

 
A. Students will forget what they learned and become less intelligent 

B. Students will empty their minds so they can fill it with new knowledge 
C. Students will come to realize their limitations and understand themselves more deeply 

 
Based on the context of the article, the correct answer is C. 

 
The teacher’s message, "You will become more foolish," is a paradoxical way of saying that as students grow 

and learn, they will gain the humility to realize how much they don’t know. It suggests that true wisdom involves 
recognizing one's own limitations and understanding oneself more deeply, rather than simply accumulating 

facts or intelligence. 
 
 

🌸 Next Quiz 
 

In the Amida Sutra, it says, 
“Blue flowers shine blue light, yellow flowers shine yellow light.” 

 
What important message does this teaching share with us? 

 
A. It is important to become the same color 

B. The most noticeable flower is the most valuable 
C. Each flower shines beautifully in its own color 

D. Some flowers are better than others 
 
 

(Answer will be revealed next month!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Gassho,​
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                              ​
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com (916) 383-1831 
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Congratulations Jennifer Kubo! 
 

 

 

Jennifer was recognized by the FDSTL with the “25 Year Service Award” for her unselfish 

services as an outstanding Dharma School teacher for 25 years! 
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Accident hurts, safety doesn’t. 

 

I would like to feature Mits Yamamoto’s artwork 
again this month. 

Last month, I was involved in a small car accident 
while stopped at a light. Thankfully, nothing 
serious appeared on the X-rays, but I still had pain 
in my neck, back, and thumb afterward. 

After the accident, I thought about the phrase: 

“Accident hurts, safety doesn’t.” 

Small safety habits, like paying attention, slowing 
down, or checking carefully, can sometimes feel 
troublesome. However, those small efforts are 
much smaller than the pain and trouble an 
accident can cause. 

This time, I happened to be the one who was hit. 
But at another time, I could also be the one who 
makes a mistake and hurts someone else. That 
possibility always exists. 

In a way, this experience reminded me not to 
become careless. It felt like life was telling me, 
“Stay awake. Pay attention.” 

Shinran Shonin taught that human beings are 
not perfect or completely in control of 
themselves. Depending on conditions and 
circumstances, we do not always know what we 
may do. Because of this, we should not simply 
believe, “I would never do such a thing.” 

Instead, we are reminded to feel gratitude for 
ordinary and peaceful days. Living safely each 
day is not something guaranteed. Perhaps we 
are simply fortunate to have made it through 
another day without causing harm to ourselves 
or others. 

As we move through our busy lives, may we 
take a moment to slow down, pay attention, and 
appreciate the simple peace that surrounds us 
each day. 

Noritaka Imada 
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