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July 18

Obon tradition

2026 Florin Obon Odori

Obon is a time to express
“gratitude to our departed
loved ones and ancestors,”
and to “consider what they
gave to this world so we
could be here today.”  With
this compassion, we are
“brought to dance joyfully
in gratitude.”   

Obon time brings families
and communities together
through traditional dancing,
food, and memorial
services. (Smithsonian Folklife)

Contained are photos of BWA
members on Obon day.

https://www.facebook.com/smithsonianfolklife?__tn__=-UC
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Drone odori photos
taken by Gary Takeuchi

Other odori photos taken
by photographer,  Ace
Blakkolb
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Kathy Menda & Ace Blakkolb
You’ve probably seen Ace taking
photos during practice and on
Obon day.  He’s been taking
Obon photos for 40 years! All
these photos were taken by Ace.  
Lois Kashiwase (L), BWA Board
member, was the Obon
coordinator again this year.

                         Odori Practice                     
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BWA members
helped at  various
stations throughout
the Obon day.

Photos by Ace Blakkolb

Boutique   WELCOME BACK & thanks 
Cindy Kakutani who
crafted Boutique items 
 
and helped at the
Boutique table.
Cindy now resides in
Honolulu but is also a
Florin member.

(See Boutique Donations)
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  Bake Sale   
  

Nearly two hundred age sushi  trays were made for the
Obon snack bar.  All proceeds were donated to the Church.

  Crafts Day ideas for  the future boutique sales:   
 

        Seat belt covers               Happi coats,               Clamshell oven mitts
                                                                                                   Pickle ball paddle covers

   All are welcome to participate

BWA Crafts Day
 Every Second Wednesday/month
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Kimekomi senseis &
class participants

                      Kimekomi                  
                                             sponsored by Florin BWA                          

New class session begins in September (3rd Sat . of each mo.)

Obon day
cultural display

For more information, contact Kimekomi senseis Isako
Wasano, Yukie Baishiki, or Peggy O for additional infor-
mation.   if interested in receiving an informational flyer,  just
respond to this email (BWA News). 

Thank you Sensei Isako
Wasano for the July
Kimekomi donation
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Summer Camp 2026 August 12
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Summer Camp
Camp Donations

Lois Kashiwase
liz Kono
Donna Kunisaki
Kathy Menda

Sharon Okamoto
Julie Sato-Ruzich
Sharon Yamamoto
Elaine Yoshikawa

August 12
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Summer Camp August 12

Julie Sato-Ruzich

NEW MEMBER
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Thanks Virginia U. for taking these photos.

Five BWA women participated in
the Ohana Walk on a beautiful
(almost fall) morning in Sept.
along the Pocket canal.

BCF/BCF BWA Walkers & Donors

 ‌ACTIVITY/DANA OO  cc  tt  oo  bbee  rr  O‌c‌t‌o‌be‌r O O c c t t o o bbe e r r NN  oo  vv  ee  mm  bb  ee  rr  N‌o‌v‌e‌m‌b‌e‌r N N o o v v e e m m b b e e r r 
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With the July Dana Project
donations, Sandy
purchased then donated 10
backpacks filled with school
supplies to the Mustard
Seed School.

Member donations also in-
cluded  duffel bags & suitcase

Thanks also to Summer
Camp participants who
donated to this effort.

Liz Kono 
Mary Otani

 
Connie Hamataka
Liz Kono
Mary Otani
Susan Takeda
Natalie Tongoi
Virginia Uchida

Lois Kashiwase
Liz Kono 
Mary Otani
Margie Sunahara

Sharon Arase
Lois Kashiwase
Jennifer Kubo
Kathleen Menda
Peggy Okabayashi
Sandy Okuno
Susan Takeda
Jan Takeuchi
Lois Tanaka

Early Registrants
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FLORIN BWA will be
one of the sponsors
for the Grateful
Crane Ensemble
performance. Other
sponsors include BC
Florin, Florin JACL,
SBWA, ACC … Details
of the event will be
forthcoming. 

Our Florin BWA
Board approved in
September funding
for providing four
virtual field trip
scholarships    
(4 classes/up to 400
students) 

for classes from
underserved
California
communities.

Second Sept. Dana Project
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Back to Monthly Services 
Sept 27, 2026

The first church service
for the new term was a
busy one with Fall Ohigan,
Shotsuki Hoyo & Family
Service.  Also included was
Keiro Recognition
featuring 19 members, 8 of
whom attended this day. 
Highlighted here are five
BWA Keiro members.

Hiroko Saigo    Julia Mullican   Mary Otani      Judie Miyao    Lois Tanaka
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Seven Florin BWA members are headed to the FBWA
Conference in San Diego this weekend.
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FAMILY EVENT  Call/text BWA member & NC Conference committee
member Judy Yuki for more info.
Call Judy ASAP if interested; she can probably still help register you.  
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Help is needed on Rummage Sale Prep Days
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